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A Study on the Export Trade of Chinese Medicinal Materials Before the Reform
and Opening up of New China (1949—1978)

Chang Xu' & Dong Wennan®
(1. The Institute of Contemporary China Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100009, China;
2. School of Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China)

Abstract : This article provides a preliminary exploration of the export trade of Chinese medicinal materials
from 1949 to 1978, which not only helps to streamline the early development process of Chinese medicinal mate—
rial export trade, but also enhances the understanding of the situation of bulk commodity trade under China’s na—
tional controlled trade system. The research indicates that the export trade of Chinese medicinal materials is under
a highly centralized management system, and is less affected by domestic production and commerce. The con—
struction of Chinese medicinal material export production bases in the 1960s played an important role in ensuring
the stability of Chinese medicinal material exports. This article also attempts to illustrate that although it has long
been subject to the principle of "domestic sales obeying export sales", Chinese medicinal materials is not only a
common agricultural and sideline product, but also a medicine that is related to the life and health of the people.
The country has adopted a more flexible policy in balancing the relationship between domestic and export sales.

Key words: Chinese medicinal materials;export trade; Canton Fair
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